
General Themes Emerging from the 2014 Faculty 

Workshop and Conversations: What do we want 

CSB/SJU graduates to be like 5, 10, 20 years after 

they graduate?

Learning Traits

Flexible, adaptable, innovative, creative

Lifelong learning, curiosity, life of the mind

Openness to new ideas

Connecting the interdisciplinary dots

Skills to Success

Critical thinking

Communication skills

Team and Leadership skills

Individuality and Community

Awareness, Tolerance, and Engagement with 

varied Groups (Global, Gender, Diversity)

Community Citizens

Autonomy, independence, and self-awareness

Values

Happiness, personal fulfillment, meaning

Moral, Ethical, and Benedictine values

Where do the traits desired by faculty for our students fit in the new curriculum?

Learning Outcomes

Inquiry

Information Literacy

Analyze

Read

Expression

Write

Speak

Creative Knowledge and Practice

Problem Solving

Abstract Reasoning

Think Scientifically

Quantify

Metacognition

World Systems

Cultural Agility

Race and Ethnicity

Gender

Common Good

Teamwork

Catholic Benedictine Tradition

Benedictine Hallmarks

Theological Reasoning

Religious Engagement

Seminar Courses:
• Role of a liberal arts education is discussed in all 

four seminars
• Students explore questions like: Who am I? What is 

my place in the world? How can I use my particular 
skills to contribute to the common good?

• Seminar 400 is designed to integrate their learning 
from the thematic clusters and disciplinary 
coursework

Most of  the  are embedded in the learning outcomes (color coded 

to match the traits faculty desire):

We expect meeting the learning outcomes will enable many of 

the Learning Traits (the Red box) desirable by faculty for our 

students. In addition, the Learning Traits and Values are 

incorporated into the curricular structure:

Question Courses:
• Students learn how different disciplines ask 

questions and approach a problem (a step 
important for lifelong learning)

• Students are exposed to the kind of big, enduring 
questions that define a liberal arts education

Investigation Courses:
• Students explore the same theme from multiple 

perspectives
• Students develop a broader knowledge of a 

topic/theme than can be achieved by a single 
disciplinary perspective

Traits faculty desire for our students:


